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DAF Trucks provides green credentials at RWM 

- Leyland Trucks boasts Zero Waste to Landfill status 

- UK’s only heavy truck maker sets manufacturing benchmark in PACCAR group 

- Energy Management team brings in raft of Reduce, Re-use and Recycle measures 

- DAF EcoDesign ensures cradle-to-grave environmental protection 

 

Widely recognised as a manufacturer of among the most environmentally conscious 

commercial vehicles in the world, DAF Trucks has chosen RWM 2015 to highlight some of 

the green credentials that support the production process. 

Headlining DAF Trucks’ commitment to the environment is its status as a Zero Waste to 

Landfill company – particularly relevant in the UK with respect to DAF’s manufacturing 

facility in Leyland, Lancashire. Since 1996, Leyland Trucks has steadily incorporated a 

principle of Reduce, Re-use & Recycle into its factory processes, achieving the magic ‘zero’ 

figure in 2007, and, alongside DAF’s manufacturing plant in Eindhoven, making it one of the 

benchmark ‘green’ manufacturing facilities within the parent PACCAR group. 

Zero Waste to Landfill has also led to significant cost savings for Leyland Trucks through a 

reduction in landfill tax. The achievement, a major one for any motor manufacturer, has also 

resulted in national recognition in the shape of the UK Green Business Award for Waste 

Reduction & Recycling. 

Energy Management 

Leyland Trucks also benefits from an experienced Energy Management Team. Set-up in 

2010, the team ensures all utilities are meticulously monitored to provide scope to reduce 

overall energy consumption. As a result, energy-saving lightbulbs are fitted throughout the 

plant, intelligent lighting ensures minimal wastage, washroom facilities use automatic taps 

and reduced-flush WCs, automatic loading bay doors minimise heat loss, all new equipment 

is scrutinised for energy efficiency and the site’s HVAC system is upgraded to zone 

controlled to optimise energy use. 

Paint overspray is also collected and remanufactured to produce a soft and durable 

rubberised surface on which to base playground equipment. A water abatement system 

extracts water from the paint process and reuses it several times over. A robotic paint-shop, 



installed in 2005, has seriously reduced both overspray and emissions. A car-sharing policy 

is promoted while bicycle storage and showers are in place to encourage local employees to 

leave their cars at home. 

Eindhoven’s engine test facility harnesses energy from the dynamometers and directs it to 

run the generators that power the production lines. 

The plant is also seriously considering the viability of wind, solar and biomass energy 

generation. 

EcoDesign 

Right from the outset, DAF Trucks is committed to the overall impact of its business upon the 

environment, and that includes Research & Development. Known as DAF EcoDesign, a 

cradle-to-grave focus is placed on environmental considerations for the whole life of DAF’s 

products and their component parts. 

DAF EcoDesign marries Ecology with Economy and is made up of a dedicated DAF 

EcoDesign team; a group of representatives from the Product Planning, Testing, Purchasing 

and Production departments to analyse all aspects of a product’s life cycle, including design 

/ production, in-service and disposal. 

A web-based EcoDesign tool is also utilised to carry out life cycle analysis to allow a precise 

calculation of the impact of a new component upon the environment. 
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